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who are, perhaps, a little jaded with history. Her vitality is
America's contribution to the laborious business of making
the world go round.
Ellsworth   had   this   vitality   and   this   ingenuousness.
And there was also a strange driving restlessness.   As soon
as his foot would allow he was up and about again and
spent the day making unending tours of the ship, from the
cabins to the wardroom, from the wardroom to the hospital,
from the hospital to the bridge and from the bridge to the
cabins again, as though the ship were too small a space for
him.    He never sat still for long and if he settled himself
with a newspaper or a book he would be up again in a
minute or two to begin his wanderings anew.    It was per-
haps this restlessness that urged him forth across the Poles
and sent him up in aeroplanes over waste and lonely places.
One felt that he would not be in civilization long before he
was at it again.    For the present, however, he was not
unnaturally impatient to get back to civilization.    On the
way northwards to Melbourne we cleared the obstructions
away from the fore and after deck and made a full line of
oceanographical observations from the Barrier northwards.
This meant a daily stop of three or four hours on " station."
Ellsworth bore these delays with the impatience which his
fellow-countrymen display nearer home when the   Paris
express is checked by signals.    For him the pleasantest part
of the days at sea was the half-hour when he drank sherry
with us in the wardroom before dinner, turning upon us his
charming youthful American smile.    " Well, I'll certainly
remember these evenings in the Discovery all right!" And the
Antarctic with its frightening wastes, the anxiety of waiting,
the hiss of the wind at Little America began to become like
the memories of a dream.    The sweets of victory lay ahead.
A. foretaste of the sweets of victory met us when we passed
Port Phillip Heads, the narrow entrance to Port Melbourne.
A pleasure steamer, packed to the rails with holiday-makers,
came up with us and kept us company.    Her decks were